In Loving Memory by Brown, Victoria
Calhoun: The NPS Institutional Archive
DSpace Repository




Monterey, California: Naval Postgraduate School
http://hdl.handle.net/10945/58990
This publication is a work of the U.S. Government as defined in Title 17, United
States Code, Section 101. Copyright protection is not available for this work in the
United States.
Downloaded from NPS Archive: Calhoun
In Lovillg Memory 
by Victoria Brown 
On military installations it seems 
to be the rule that major buildings, 
streets , and even athletic facilities 
be named in honor of those service 
men and women who have 
distinguished themselves in some 
way. The major buildings at NPS 
and the streets of the student 
housing area are no exception to 
this rule . Names like Halsey, 
Farragut , and Ricketts evoke a 
sense of mil itary and historical 
tradition . Amid the many names 
honored at NPS there is one 
exception to this rule ; a room , in the 
heart of Herrmann Hall , named not 
after a famous naval figure, but after 
a woman who once graced this 
school as the Superintendent's First 
Lady - a Navy wife and mother -
Barbara M. McNitt . 
Mrs. McNitt accompanied her 
husband, Rear Admiral Robert W. 
McNitt , to the Monterey area in 
October of 1967 as he began his tour 
here as Superintendent. Mrs. McNitt 
was active in many areas of the NPS 
Community, especially the annual 
benefits for the ballroom. She 
dreamed and actively participated in 
the efforts to restore the ballroom to 
the original turn of century grandeur 
and elegance it possessed as a part 
of the old Del Monte Hotel. The 
benefits were sponsored by the Staff 
Wives' Club and OSWC and the 
proceeds were used in part to 
purchase the two large antique 
smoked-glass mirrors and wrought 
iron trimmed portable divider 
screens now used in the ballroom. 
Accompanying the McNitts into 
the Superintendent's quarters were 
their four young children, James, 
Robert, Douglas, and Katherine , 
ranging in age from 11 years to 7 
months. Miss Katy's presence 
necessitated the first-lime-ever 
need for a nursery in those quarters. 
It is not surprising that with such a 
household, Mrs. McNitt took a 
personal interest in the NPS Nursery 
School. 
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Mrs . McNitt was also an 
accomplished cook and wrote a 
series of small Make It 
Now - Bake It Later! She donated the 
proceeds from the sales, over 
$52,000.00, to the National Cystic 
Fibrosis Research Foundation and 
was honored by the Foundation as 
one of the largest individual 
contributors in the country. 
In April of 1971 , RADM McNitt 
received orders to Washington D.C. 
as Asst. Deputy Chief of Naval 
Operations for Manpower . 
Traveling through Mojave , 
California, near Edwards AFB on 
their way to their new duty station, 
their car and the trailer it was towing 
were flipped over by high winds into 
the westbound lane of Route 58. 
Mrs. McNitt was pronounced dead 
on arrival at Edwards AFB Hospital. 
The two younger boys, Robert and 
Douglas, were released with minor 
injuries, and were soon rejoined 
with their father and sister 
Katherine, who sustained more 
serious injuries, and their brother 
James, who had remained in 
Monterey to complete the school 
term. 
In March of 1972, RADM McNitt 
returned to NPS to take part in the 
dedication ceremony of the 
ballroom and the unveiling of the 
Cypress Tree Sculpture erected in 
his wife's memory. 
The sculpture was commissioned 
by the board of the NPS Foundation 
and purchased by contributions to 
the Barbara M. McNitt Memorial 
Fund , a trustofthe NPS Foundation. 
It is the work of Malcolm Moran of 
Carmel and is similiar to a smaller 
sculpture Mrs. McNitt presented to 
her husband on their 25th 
anniversary . The magnesium-
bronze sculpture, cast partly by lost 
wax process and partly fabricated 
by direct metal process, is a 
Monterey Cypress Tree growing out 
of a 150 pound base of Monterey 
jade. The dark green cut and 
polished stone was taken out of 90 
ft. of water off Jade Beach at Big 
Sur. The tree and jade base sit atop a 
12"x20"x36" timber plank taken 
from a schooner that sank in the 
Monterey Bay at the turn of this 
century. Earlier this year, the tree 
and base were glass encased to 
prevent accidental damage to the 
sculpture. It stands in the alcove to 
the right of the entrance of the 
ballroom. 
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At the commemorative ceremony, 
Mr. Moran donated a smaller 
sculpture - Child At Play - to the 
Navy Nursery school in Mrs. 
McNitt's memory. Also, in her 
memory, was hung the paint ing of 
the USS Constitution wh ich Carmel 
artist Hans Skaalegaard painted and 
donated through the NP S 
Foundation . The pai nting hangs to 
the right of the reception desk in the 
Dudley Knox Library. 
It is not so much the rule but the 
exceptions to it that prove the 
quality of honoring place-name 
traditions . And it is appropriate that 
near this sculpture of the Cypress 
Tree, ever-growing , ever cast still in 
time, that a small plaque at the 
ballroom's entrance speaks in 
simple eloquence: "Affectionately 
dedicated in memory of Barbara M. 
McNitt , wife of Rear Admiral Robert 
W. McNitt, USN, Superintendent 
1967 to 1971".0 
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